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and his utterance will warn us, while the protagonists are still unconscious of their fate.
Or the characters may for long foresee their fate as an incredible possibility; fearing it and yet not crediting their fears. It is the expectation of this event dreaded and yet inconceivable that gives The Idiot its painful tension, and makes the conclusion so powerful, at once an exposure and a fulfilment of the whole action* Again and again throughout the book there are hints prefiguring the end, which, as everyone knows, is the murder of Nastasia by Rogojin; there are perhaps too many of these, indeed, and in places the symbolism becomes clever and obvious. But in the scene where Prince Muishkin returns from Moscow and goes to see Rogojin at his Petersburg house, there is an admirable foreshadowing incident. Only a third of the story has been told, but the end is already throwing wild shadows over the action,
Muishkin and Rogojin have been talking of various things.
"Let go of it!" said Parfen, seizing from the prince's hand a knife which the latter had at that moment taken up from the table, where it lay beside